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Purpose

The Massachusetts Matching Enterprise
Grants for Agriculture Program (MEGA)
assists new and beginning farms with
start up and expansion costs. By
providing technical assistance,
mentoring, business planning, and
capital, MEGA looks to support new
farmers and new farm businesses
essential to the future of farming in
Massachusetts.

The objective of MEGA is to assist
farmers whose goal is to raise
agricultural products and develop their
farms into commercially viable
operations.

Maximum funding provided by this
program is $10,000 as a one time
matching grant. Use of funds is limited
to fixed capital improvements and
equipment that will enhance the
viability of the farm. Funding may not
be used to purchase land, pay debt, or
for normal operating costs or overhead.

In order to receive funding farmers must
participate in a technical assistance and
business planning process that identifies
improvements strategies that will be
implemented with program funds.

Eligibility

Any Massachusetts farmer who has been engaged in
agriculture for one to five years and has direct farm
experience or has successfully completed a farm
planning and business training, or has completed a
business plan is eligible to apply.

Applications will be evaluated based on published
criteria which may include:

O Have a potential to expand with the infusion
of additional technical support and capital

O Demonstrates a knowledge of agricultural
production and marketing

Q Identifies opportunities for continued growth
and success

O  Shows areversible risk of discontinuing
operations by participation in program

Q  Shows barriers to farm operations and
addresses issues to improve

Process

A Request for Response (RFR) is published by the
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
(MDAR) describing the program criteria and
application process.

The applicant submits a completed application form
and any required documents.

MDAR reviews submitted applications and selects
farms based on published criteria.

The farmer participates in a technical assistance and
business planning process that identifies improvement
strategies that will be implemented with program
funds and matching funds from the farmer.

The farm'’s financial records, management practices,

equipment, buildings, and natural resources are
assessed.

Based on the farm'’s assessment, the team makes
recommendations for improving the viability of the
farm.

Farmer signs contract with MDAR agreeing to use
funds for recommended actions.

Farmer receives grant funds. .



